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● Italy does not recognise the right to conscientious 
objection for professional soldiers.

Military recruitment

Conscription

The  Italian  Parliament  decided  to  end  conscription  in 
November  20001.  Originally,  it  was  planned  to  end 
conscription by 2007, but the transformation process into 
professional  armed  forces  went  faster  than  anticipated. 
On 29 July 2004, Parliament finally approved Law 4233-B, 
relating to the “early suspension of  compulsory military service and  
regulation of  previously  enlisted voluntary  servicemen”2.  Decree n. 
226 of  23 August 2004 finally set the date for the transition 
to  a  fully  professional  military  for  1  January  20053. 
Accordingly, young men born after 1985 were no longer called up for military service. The last conscripts were 
called up in February 2004 and since 1 January 2005 the Italian armed forces consist of  professional soldiers 
only4.

Conscription is in fact suspended. According to Law 331/20005, conscription may be reintroduced in case of 
war or national emergency.

However, anyone wanting to join the police, the para-military carabinieri, the customs service or the fire service 
will still have first to serve a year in the army6.

Professional soldiers

According to Law 226/2004, the minimum age for joining the Armed Forces is now 18. Only Italian citizen can 
join the Italian Armed Forces7.

Conscientious objection

Conscientious objection for conscripts

When conscription was enforced, legal provisions for conscientious objection were laid down in the 1998 Law 
on Conscientious Objection (230/19988). If  conscription is reintroduced in case of  war or national emergency, 
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COs will be called up to serve in civil protection or the Red Cross (Article 13 paragraph 4).

In addition, according to Article 2 of  the 1998 Law on Conscientious Objection, the right to conscientious 
objection to military service did not apply to those "who have presented a request within less than two years to serve in the  
Military Armed Forces" or any other government institutions which involve the use of  weapons. This restriction 
practically excludes professional soldiers from claiming the right to conscientious objection.

The law was last modified in 2007, to bring it up to date to a situation where conscription is generally not 
enforced9.

Conscientious objection for professional soldiers

There are no legal provisions for conscientious objection for professional soldiers.

The rules for leaving the Armed Forces prematurely are presently not known.

Draft evasion and desertion

Under the criminal code draft evasion is punishable by up to five years' imprisonment, and five to 15 years' in 
wartime (art. 336)10.

Information on practice is not available.
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